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Information aims
• To help you get to know our school.

• To help you to understand the curriculum that your 
child will be covering in their Reception year.

• To understand how we teach in order to cover the 
requirements of the curriculum.

• To answer any questions you may have about your 
child starting school.

• Housekeeping information



The Current Reception 
Team

Mrs Catherine 
Wilkinson

EYFS Team Leader 
Ely Class Teacher

Ms Lesley Pruden
Ely Class Teacher

Ms Simone Doran
Peterborough Class 

Teacher



What is the Early Years 
Foundation Stage? 

• The Early Years Foundation Stage 
(EYFS) is the stage of education for 
children from birth to the end of the 
Reception year. 

• The curriculum is based on the 
recognition that children learn best 
through play and active learning. 



The Prime Areas 
Within the EYFS curriculum there are seven 
areas of learning and development.

The three prime areas are:
• Communication and Language
• Physical Development
• Personal, Social and Emotional Development

These areas of learning will be a focus for the 
Autumn Term, to ensure the children are happy 
and that they settle quickly into school. All 
Reception staff will spend the first few weeks in 
September getting to know your child really well, 
observing their learning and joining in with their 
play.  



The Specific Areas

The four remaining areas of the curriculum are 
the specific areas of:

• Literacy
• Mathematics
• Understanding the World
• Expressive Arts and Design

Opportunities that encompass these areas of
learning will be integrated within the class 
environment (provision), and also covered more 
directly during our adult focused tasks.



Our Learning Intent in EYFS

We offer children meaningful, exciting 
learning opportunities – such as cooking, 
sewing and exploring our local area – the 
Orton Longueville woods. Our main aim is to 
ensure all children are happy and settled as 
quickly as possible, as we know this is when 
they learn best. We work hard to provide a 
rich and stimulating environment to engage 
our learners and develop vocabulary.



As the children move through school, 
they will have opportunities to:

-Take part in theatrical experiences such as 
‘Finding the Will’, Shakespeare theatre 
company
-Have swimming lessons 
-Enjoy a variety of trips to compliment their 
learning
-Take part in music lessons 
-Carry out Bikeability training
-Visit our local church for harvest and 
Christmas
as well as much more!



The Indoor Learning 
Environment

A stimulating and supportive learning 
environment is needed in the Early Years: 
This is what you will find in our Reception 
area. 
This includes a number of learning areas to 
encourage mark-making, reading, 
mathematical development, creativity and 
communication.
Also, topic areas for developing 
Understanding the World, which will lead 
on to Geography, History and Science in KS1.











The Outdoor Learning 
Environment

Outdoors is also an important 
learning environment, but one that 
opens up additional opportunities. 
Here we also develop gross motor 
skills, physical development such as 
climbing, balancing, balance bikes, 
creativity and exploration, and co-
operation and social skills.











• At St. Botolph’s we follow the ‘Read to Write’ 
literacy scheme, within which we focus in detail on 
a story every half-term.

• Once the children are settled, we also begin to teach 
them how to read and write, using phonics. For this 
we use the ‘Sounds Write’ scheme, Our aim is for all 
children to bring a reading book home by Autumn 
half-term.

• We will provide more information about this when 
your child starts school, however, if you would like 
to find out more in the meantime, please follow this 
link:

https://www.sounds-
write.co.uk/sites/soundswrite/uploads/files/47-
sounds_write_leaflet_for_yr_parents.pdf

Literacy

http://www.sounds-write.co.uk/sites/soundswrite/uploads/files/47-sounds_write_leaflet_for_yr_parents.pdf


A typical morning in 
Reception…

• Come in, hang coat up and do some morning 
activities 

• Register and checking lunch choices

• Phonics/ children’s own learning and adult- led 
tasks (inside and outside)

• Snack time with fruit and milk (provided)

• Maths/ own learning and adult-led tasks (inside 
and outside)

• Lunch time



A typical afternoon in 
Reception…

RECEPTION LEARNING CAN BE MESSY! 

PLEASE BE UNDERSTANDING!

• Register and teacher input

• Own learning and adult-led tasks (inside 
and outside)

• Collective Worship

• Story time

• Home time



There are also three characteristics of effective 
learning (how young children learn), which are 
taken into account when we plan and guide 
children’s activities. 

Playing and exploring
Trying new things, being willing to have a go at new, 
as well as familiar, activities.

Active learning
Making links between areas of learning and 
experiences, following own interests, persevering if
things go wrong.

Creating and thinking critically
Setting challenges for themselves, solving problems.

The Characteristics of 
Effective Learning



The first few weeks

We will find out what the children already know 
and can do and use this information to plan 
going forward.

We spend lots of our time playing with and 
talking to the children about what they are 
learning. We may record some ‘Wow’ moments 
on Tapestry, but largely we assess and move 
children on ‘in the moment’ and so not everything 
gets recorded. 

You will be invited to discuss how your child 
has settled in and their progress so far at your 
first parents’ evening.



Learning Together 

• Tapestry is an online Learning Journal that 
records all the learning of children's early years 
education.

• It contains observations that are made and 
photos taken throughout the year, building up a 
picture of your child's learning. 

• This Learning Journal provides an excellent 
opportunity for us to share information about 
your child's learning and achievements with 
you, and for you to share your child’s 
achievements and interests at home with us. 



I am Sue Fox, the Special Educational 

Needs Co-ordinator

I work on a Wednesday, Thursday

and Friday.

I co-ordinate the provision in school to support 

our pupils who have additional needs.

I can help you by:

- Offering advice about how to identify if your child has any

special educational needs

- Suggesting ways to support your child at home

- Making referrals to outside agencies including the Speech 
and Language Team and Occupational Therapy 

-Provide advice on any family needs and suggest who may 
be able to help

Special Educational Needs 
at St Botolph’s



SEND Team
I work closely with:
Mrs Wendy Blunt our Learning Support 
Team Leader and she works every morning. 
She has a wealth of knowledge in the SEND 
field and she is the speech and language 
lead in school. 

Mrs Nicola Trinder is our Learning Support 
Mentor and she works every day. She 
supports the social and emotional needs of 
our pupils. Her work involves supporting 
children one-to-one, in small groups and 
leading nurture interventions. Mrs Trinder is 
also the Early Help Co-ordinator; she 
supports families in completing an Early 
Help assessment in order to access parenting 
courses.



Parents of the school

“A delightful, caring friendly 
environment, welcoming friendly staff 
who are always willing to help.”

“My children have always been eager to 
come to school to continue their learning. 
Particularly loved exploring love of writing 
and the opportunity of forest school.”



Year 6 children

“I really like all the different subjects from 
Maths to Biology, lots of interesting 
lessons. I enjoyed visiting Flag Fen.”

“I enjoy having different teachers for 
different subjects like Art, Science, 
Computing and French. I liked going 
swimming in Year 3.”



Year 2 children

“I enjoy English, Phonics and Maths. I love 
playtime, playing with my friends and 
making new friends. I was excited to join 
Year 2.”

“I am excited to learn more maths  - I 
really want to go on to times (tables) soon. 
I really liked the entire start of being here 
in Reception I liked exploring my new 
classroom.”



Reception

“I like playing with the playdough 
and I’ve made friends. I like 
bringing in conkers I’ve 
collected.”

“I like playing with friends. I love 
everything in the world at 
school.”



Some of our learning 
opportunities…
















